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1. Brief Profile 

 Kareemabad Valley is located in the North West of Chitral district. The Valley is situated 

on an old glacier ñMorainò, well-developed by a number of past debris flow events. The Valley 

has thick vegetation, trees and lush green fields, and is home to about 95 households. The 

Valley is only accessible by a very narrow road, which remains cutoff during any disastrous 

event resulting in social and economic disruption of its inhabitants.   

 The Lower portion of the valley is basically an escarpment due to land creeping/ 

subsidence which is still active. There are thick vegetation in the lower portion of the valley 

including willow, polar and fruit bearing plants. Agricultural lands are also present in the Valley. 

At the lower portion of Valley, ñSusoom Nalaò runs towards south. Toe cutting is very active in 

the village which normally triggers landslide events in the Valley. Under the overburden slope 

there are bed rocks over which unconsolidated soil is moving downward and thus causing 

landslide and debris flow. There are also Dry nalas in the Valley which runs at the right side of 

the village.  

 

 Figure 1: Karimabad Valley, District Chitral  
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Figure 2: Karimabad Valley Map  

2. Impending Hazards in the Valley 

 During field visit, following common hazards which were observed as the most recurring 

events in the Valley:- 

a. Land subsidence 

b. Rock fall 
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c. Landslide & Debris flow 

 

 

Figure 3: Map identifying Cracks, Rivers and Roads in Karimabad Valley 

 

 The whole Valley is under the threat of active land creeping/ subsidence owing to its 

lithology, which consists of thin layer of unconsolidated debris settled on the slates. This causes 

over saturation of debris and making land subsidence predominantly active in the valley.    

 Rock fall is another dominant hazard in the Valley. During Field visit shattered rocks, 

embedded boulders and exposed boulders were also observed at different locations. The locals 

informed that the rock fall in this area has caused road damage several times in the past.  The 

team was apprised that during and after rain, rock fall hazards becomes active and cause 

damage to the forest land having fruit and wooden trees. 

Debris flow is another dominant hazard in this Valley. The debris flow from Ghusna gol, ucho gol 

and ugoh gol is a serious issue for this village. The origin of all the three gols is from gram village 

which enters in the shot causing devastating damages in the Valley. 
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Figure 4: Boulders representing potential Rock fall 

 

 

 Figure 5: Boulder Rock laying in Karimabad Valley  














